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SITKA SOUND HERRING FISHERY UPDATE #8 

Yesterday, March 28, the second opening of the Sitka Sound herring sac roe fishery occurred from 2:00 

p.m. until 5:30 p.m. in an large area of northern Sitka Sound north of 57° 07.00’N. latitude, south of 57° 

10.95’ N. latitude, and east of a line from the northernmost tip of Crow Island to the southeasternmost tip 

of Kresta Point, including all waters of Katlian Bay.  The preliminary harvest for this opening was 3,600 

tons.  On March 27, approximately 2,100 tons were harvested for a total harvest to date of 5,700 tons.  

This leaves approximately 5,850 tons remaining of the 11,549 guideline harvest level.   

 

Five roe samples taken yesterday indicated very high quality herring throughout the area opened with 

mature roe recoveries ranging from 12.3% to 15.9% and average weights of 184 grams to 211 grams.   

 

The first spawn was recorded during yesterday’s aerial survey with a total of 2.2 nautical miles of intense 

spawning mostly on the south and east sides on Kasiana Island with spawn also starting on the Apple 

Islands. Large numbers of sea lions and whales were seen among the rocks and smaller islands south of 

Kasiana and Middle Islands.  Whales were also seen widely dispersed around northern Sitka Sound.  

During the aerial survey herring schools could be seen south of Sitka in Crescent Bay and Jamestown Bay 

and north of Sitka schools were seen in Eastern Bay and Katlian Bay.   

 

The plan for today is to stand down on harvesting to allow for processing and rotation of tenders in 

preparation for further harvests.  The R/V Kestrel will survey Salisbury Sound this morning and an aerial 

survey will be conducted to monitor progression of spawn and herring distribution.  The department will 

be on the VHF radio at 2:00 p.m., today, to provide an informational update and discuss plans for 

tomorrow.   

   

Updates will be posted on the ADF&G web site listed below, and on a recorded message phone at (907) 

747-1009. 
 

 

 

News releases web site: http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=cfnews.main. 
 

Office Ketchikan Petersburg Wrangell Sitka Juneau Haines Hoonah Yakutat 

ADFG 225-5195 772-3801 874-3822 747-6688 465-4250 766-2830  784-3255 

AWT 225-5111 772-3983 874-3215 747-3254 465-4000 766-2533 945-3620 784-3220 

Herring Hotline 225-6870 772-3700  747-1009 465-8905    
 


